Philosophy 205, Section 1
Waddah Nasr 

wnnasr@aub.edu.lb 

Weekly Schedule of Topics and Assignments 
Fall 2015-2016
Office Hours: 10:00 am-10:50 am; MWF; Fisk 143; or by appointment (wnnasr@aub.edu.lb)
This schedule is accessible on Moodle. Students are expected to have read the assigned material prior to the date on which the material is scheduled to be discussed in class.

Check this schedule frequently for updates and announcements that may be posted on Moodle.

Textbooks:
“BME’ refers to: Biomedical Ethics, Seventh Edition, David De Grazia, Thomas Mappes and Jeffery Brand- Ballard, McGraw Hill, 2001.

September 1-5
WEEK 1 

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	Aug 31

	1
	September 2
Introduction to the course.

Some of the disciplines and sub-disciplines of Philosophy.

Biomedical Ethics falls under Applied Ethics and Professional Ethics.
Assignments:

1. Philosophy and some of its Disciplines and Sub-Disciplines

2. Critical Reading


	3
	September 4
Topics: 

Constructing and Assessing Arguments.

Can we reason about Ethics?

Assignments: 

· The Scope of Logic, by Wesley Salmon.

· How not to answer Moral Questions, by Tom Regan.

· The following reading is accessible on moodle for this course.  It is optional, but strongly recommended: Basic Logical Concepts from Introduction to Logic, by Copi, Cohen and McMahon, 14th ed. 2014, Pearson.
	5



September 6-12
Week 2
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	6
	September 7
Topics: 

Assessing Arguments; continued.

No new assignment


	8
	September 9
Topics: Utilitarianism

Assignments: 

BME, P.P. 1-17
	10
	September 11
Topics: Utilitarianism; continued

No new assignment


	12


September 13-19
Week 3

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	13
	September 14
Topics: 
Deontological Theories; Kant
Assignments:

BME, P.P. 17-24
	15
	September 16
Topics:  Deontological Theories; Kant; continued
No new assignment


	17
	September 18
Topics:  The Theory of W.D. Ross
Assignments: 


1. BME. P.P.23-26
2. Selection from, The Right and the Good, by W.D. Ross (on Moodle)


	19


September 20-26
Week 4

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	20
	September 21
Topics: Virtue Ethics (Aristotle)
Assignments:

BME, P.P. 26-30
	22
	September 23
ADHA HOLIDAY
	24
ADHA HOLIDAY
	September 25
ADHA HOLIDAY
	26


September 29- October 4

Week 5

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	27
	September 28
Topics:  Virtue Ethics; continued
Assignments:

No new Assignment
	29
	Sept 30
Topics: The Challenge of Relativism
Assignments:

BME, P.P. 38-40
	Oct 1
	October 2
Topics: Fundamental Concepts and Principles: Autonomy.
Assignments: BME, P.P. 40_46

	3



October 4-10
Week 6

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	4

	October 5
Topics: Liberty-Limiting Principles.

Autonomy and Paternalism.

	6 
	October 7
FIRST EXAMINATION
	8 

	October 9
Topics: 
Beginning Unit TWO: Issues and cases in Biomedical Ethics

	October 10



· UNIT TWO: Issues and cases in Biomedical Ethics

· Second Examination (on Unit Two) will be given on November 9.

· Team presentations begin on November 13 and end on December 4.

· Date of Final Examination as announced by the Registrar

October 11-17
Week 7 

	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	October 12

Topics: 
	13


	October 14

Hijra New Year
Topics:
Assignments:
	15


	October 16


	17


October 18-24
Week 8 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	18
	October 19
Topics: 
Assignments:
	20
	October 21
Topics: 

Assignments:


	22
	October 23
ASHOURA 


	24



October 25- 31
Week 9

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	25
	October 26
Topics: 
Assignments:


	27
	October 28
Topics: 

Assignments:


	29
	October 30
Topics:  

Assignments: 


	31 


November 1 - 7
Week 10

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	1
	November 2
Topics: 
Assignments:


	3
	November 4
Topics: 

Assignments:


	5
	November 6
Topics:


	7



November 8- 14
Week 11

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	8
	November 9
Second Examination

	10
	November 11
Pre-presentation reports (10 minutes each team).
	12
	November 13
TEAM ONE
	14


November 15-21
Week 12 

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	15
	November 16
TEAM ONE; Continued.

	17
	November 18
TEAM TWO

	19
	November 20
Team two; Continued.

	21


November 22-28
Week 13 

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	22
	November 23
TEAM THREE

	24
	November 25
TEAM THREE; Contiued.

	26
	November 27
TEAM FOUR

	28


Nov 29-Dec 5
Week 14

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	29
	Nov 30
TEAM FOUR; Continued.

	Dec 1
	December 2
TEAM FIVE

	3
	December 4
TEAM FIVE; Continued.

	5



Monday, December 7

Summary and Rounding Up
1

